Women to Watch nomination

Nominee: Elin Miller, President and CEO of Arysta LifeScience North America/Australasia

Nominated by: Dr. Chris Richards, President and CEO of Arysta LifeScience 

Women worth watching often push boundaries, break stereotypes, or, in Elin Miller’s case, plow new ground. 

In 2004, Elin put down roots with us at Arysta LifeScience to cultivate an entrepreneurial group of individuals into a formidable team. Elin made an extraordinary move, leaving one of the agricultural chemical industry’s major players to join Arysta LifeScience, the world’s largest privately-held crop protection company – but a smaller player, nonetheless.  

Arysta LifeScience North America/Australasia found it was outgrowing its processes and its ability to effectively manage its business operations due to our extraordinary growth in the last few years. Elin’s substantial experience with companies in the agricultural sciences and her unique combination of expertise in agriculture, government and public affairs has, just in the last year, resulted in 30% growth for her region of Arysta LifeScience (in a market that saw 14% growth). 

The proven business processes that Elin brought to Arysta LifeScience from companies such as Dow AgroSciences, Shell Chemical, and Western Agriculture Chemical Association have sprouted some great new ideas and energy to our crop protection business. 

Elin’s always been a ground-breaker. A strong woman in a less-than-feminine industry has meant she’s strived hard to make her mark and move her company forward. Armed with her bachelor’s degree in agronomy and plant protection from University of Arizona, she worked in the agriculture industry in California for more than a decade, earning honors from the California Agricultural Production Consultants Protection Association in 1988 (Outstanding Contribution to Agriculture Award) and in 1991 (Award of Excellence in Regulatory Leadership). She’s continued to be honored by the important industry associations in crop protection over the course of her career, including the Lea S. Hitchner Award in 1998. This award is the highest honor given by the American Crop Protection Association for her significant and lasting contributions to the crop protection industry. And in 1999, PR Week named her one of “The 50 Most Powerful Women in PR.” 

Elin’s contributions to the industry and to the community include a position on the Board of Directors for CropLife America, the President’s Cabinet of California Polytechnic Univeristy, San Luis Obispo, the FFA Foundation Sponsor’s Board and the Board of American Farmland Trust. 

Elin also takes great pride in her family life. She’s been happily married for 10 years and her eclectic interests also include owning her own working hazelnut farm in Oregon? 

Elin is poised to continue to sow significant contributions to Arysta LifeScience and the crop protection industry will reap the benefits. There aren’t many women who have cultivated the kind of career that Elin has and she’s definitely one to watch. 
